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Engagement with Learning for International Students 
 
THE CONTEXT OF THE PROJECT 

The Royal Northern College of Music is a unique learning environment in which  
musical creativity and professional training flourish in complete synergy. 
 
International home students work alongside each other in orchestras, ensembles and  
academic learning contexts.  
 
Some students from the Far East experience difficultly when making  
the transition to a Western culture.  
 
Recent research carried out at the RNCM has indicated that international  
students find Western approaches to study and methods of assessment confusing. 
 
Language fluency problems hinder their understanding of the learning culture  
in which they are now studying. 
 
  
 
  
 



Engagement with Learning for International Students 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
 
 

 
The project is specifically designed for Far Eastern Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
Students. The language level of these students is typically IELTS 5.5 /6.0 (B2 on the  
Common European Framework Level).   
 
Our project is a targeted strategic intervention which helps these students make  
the transition from learning in their own country to studying in a Western context.   
 
It allows students to use the security of familiar experiences to learn about an unfamiliar  
educational context.  It also allows for the development and enhancement of English  
language skills in a more meaningful, contextualised way.  
 
It gives students the tools to cope with and explore their new learning contexts in a structured  
and imaginative way, helping them to gain the maximum benefit from their study.  
 
 



Engagement with Learning for International Students: 
 
HOW THE PROJECT WORKS 

Our project works on the premise that it is unrealistic to expect international students  
to absorb a Western approach to learning and teaching merely through the use of student  
handbooks, induction, and initial cohort lectures. 
 
Our project recognises the diverse learning needs of our international students. 
  
International students with a lower IELTS score are successful learners in their own country but have  
yet to learn how to operate in different learning contexts.  
 
Rather than ignoring previous learning backgrounds, the project builds on the  
students’ educational experience in their own country as a basis for learning about their 
new educational environment. 
 
Each session uses this experience as a platform from which new methodologies 
and approaches to learning can be introduced and discussed.  



Engagement with Learning for International Students: 
 
LEARNING STRANDS 

The project has three main strands.  
Strands One and Two are applicable to our conservatoire context.  
Strand Three could  be adapted to other learning contexts and teaching situations.  
 
STUDYING IN A UK CONSERVATOIRE  
Session 1: Learning frameworks.  
Session 2: Academic assignments.  
Session 3: Principal study assessment. 
STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE STUDY  
Session 4: Making use of resources. 
Session 5:  Planning and organising your time.  
Session 6:  Attending seminars and lectures at the RNCM. 
TALKING AND WRITING ABOUT MUSIC 
Sessions 7-8: The vocabulary of music.  
Sessions 9:  Compare two recordings of a piece.  
Session 10:  Compare two editions of a piece. 
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STRAND 1. STUDYING IN A UK CONSERVATOIRE  
 

 
Engaging with the organisational structure of the College 
The structure and organisation of the RNCM.  
Support mechanisms in the College which are especially designed for international students.   
 
Assessment Criteria  
Assessment criteria for academic assignments.  
Principal study assessment.  
How assessment in the RNCM might differ from their previous study contexts.  
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STRAND 2. STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE STUDY  
 

 
Student well-being. 
 
Time management skills.   
 
Resources and how they can be accessed. 
 
Different learning activities; seminars, tutorials, lectures, full-cohort lectures; 
what these terms mean; how they operate in the RNCM.  
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STRAND 3: TALKING AND WRITING ABOUT MUSIC 

 
 
 
Talking and writing about music in a different language. 
 
Dealing with unfamiliar terminology. 
 
Comparing different recordings and editions of a piece.  
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AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH 
 

It gives international students the tools to be able to cope with their new learning  
contexts in a structured and imaginative way.  
 
It promotes best practice in teaching and learning in the RNCM  
community as it contributes to internationalisation initiatives in teaching and learning  
excellence across the College. 

  
It enhances staff development activities in the ethos of internationalisation in the College.  
 
The strand approach has the potential to provide a profile in learning and teaching that extends  
beyond the RNCM. 
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FEEDBACK 

Students reported that they:- 
  
 
ü  felt more confident in college. 

ü  were more able to participate in lectures/seminars more fully.  

ü  had a sense of belonging. 

ü  had a better understanding of methods of assessment. 

ü  were able to engage with their music studies with greater understanding.  

 


